Communicating truths: promoting HIV and stigma awareness through storytelling and

devised performances inspired by the #MayStigmaBa? Project qualitative research
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Research Question & Significance

»to explore how art can translate
scientific research into a widely
accessible format

»to translate qualitative research findings
into short vignettes captured on film

BACKGROUND

»stigma against HIV/AIDS and key
populations are well-investigated in the
social sciences

»however, the endpoint of research is
often publication in scientific journals,
to which the public may have limited
access

METHOD
»conceptual framework: Practice as
Research (Nelson, 2013)
»creative method: Devising Method
(Oddey, 1994; Heddon & Milling, 2006)
»devising location
o blank rehearsal studio with situational
fixtures or objects
o heutral space conducive for doing
exercises and games
» collaborators
o four performer-collaborators and
devising director
o purposive casting: actors KPG or allies
» process
o review and reflection of qualitative
study findings
o selection of statements and stories
from qualitative study as devising
stimuli
o dramatistic-thematic analysis,
including improvisation and story-
telling
o scene studies exploration
o live script writing
o output refinement
o filming
» process documentation
o recordings of final product and drafts
o rehearsal photos
o idea wall, including drabbles of actors
o daily notes of devising director
o journals
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OUTPUTS

»over 11 days, five films (3-5 minutes each)
were produced
o each film represented one finding from the

qualitative study

»film 1, “"Erasure”, depicting the layers of
stigma LGBT persons experience

»>film 2, “"Inner Voice”, depicting the
psychological distress experienced when
considering an HIV test

»>film 3, "Between Friends”, depicting the
difficulty of having conversations about sex

»>film 4, "Breakthrough”, depicting the
challenges of starting conversations about sex

»film 5, "Floodgates”, depicting the use of
media as a stimulus for conversation

Film 1. Erasure

YouTube link: [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAhhZIS7k2M]

Film 2. Inner Voice

YouTube link: [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Q4292Hby9vQ]

Film 3. Between Friends

YouTube link: [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjEmMAS5Y-27c]

Film 4. Breakthrough

BREAKTHROUGH

YouTube link: [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph]xzDeEozs]

Film 5. Floodgates
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»FLOODGATES

YouTube link: [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KA2gjwhMCUs]

LESSONS

» devising can translate qualitative
research data into a widely
communicable medium within a
short timeframe

» collaborative-reflective process
enabled artists to reflect upon their
own stigma experiences and deepen
their understanding of stigma as a
social issue

CONCLUSIONS

» the arts may aid in disseminating
scientific knowledge to audiences
beyond the scientific community

o important for consensus building
for stigmatized communities and
their allies

» devising may be a technique for
deepening the commitment of
individuals to combat stigma in
their communities

» next step: formal evaluation on the
reach and effectiveness of the
stigma reduction campaign
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